A Protected Area Network Towards A Sustainable Landscape For Sabah:

An opportunity for jurisdictional certification

Robert C. Ong
Sabah Forestry Department
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Oil Palm: = 1.6 million ha



Sabah’s Permanent forest Estate 2021
3.85mha=53%



EXTENT OF CURRENT FOREST
COVER & QUALITY



Area under conservation

Permanent Forest estate: 51%
State-wide: 26 %

(Target: > 30 %)



Increase in protected areas

2000 2022

11.3% ‘ 26 %



+ OECM



Conservation &
ecosystems services




An assessment of Sabah’s protected area network

e To identify areas critical for biodiversity conservation;

e To recommend strategic actions towards achieving at least 30% coverage of
protected areas in Sabah;

e To support the jurisdictional certification of timber production and
agricultural commodities from Sabah;

e To provide management and monitoring recommendations to ensure that
production activities do not negatively impact protected areas;



A landscape approach

 |D & map rare, threatened, and endangered species + Endemic (Flora &Fauna)
e |D & map rare and endangered ecosystems









Faunal Distribution & Richness



ECOSYSTEM RED LIST

e Rare ecosystems (1 % of total landmass or <700,000 ha)

 Threatened ecosystems
e VVulnerable, 50-70% area reduction
 Endangered, 70-90% area reduction
e Critically Endangered, > 90% area reduction






Areas Critical for the conservation
of natural ecosystems






Towards 30 % Protected Areas






Area (ha) Cumulative % of Sabah’s
Protected area category landcover

Legislated Protected Areas 1,956,110 26
Other conservation areas + 94,062 27.7
Proposed additional conservation areas + 164,535 29.8

Mangrove forest reserves +234,192 33.1



Large Natural Landscapes

Large natural landscape-level ecosystems and ecosystem mosaics
that contain viable populations of the great majority of the naturally
occurring species in natural patterns of distribution and abundance.

e Contiguous
e >50,000 ha
e Land use: Protected area + NFM



Large Landscapes



Large Landscapes + Protected Areas












 Moving Towards a Sustainable Landscape
e Jurisdictional Certification



Thank you for your
attention

Robert.Ong@sabah.gov.my
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