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An introduction to China Dialogue

Dr Sam Geall
Chief executive officer



Ø An introduction to China Dialogue 

Ø An overview of China Dialogue’s palm oil reporting project

Ø Sharing perspectives: Reporting on palm oil in the field

Ø Panel: Building dialogue for better stories

Ø Q&A session

Agenda



Introducing China Dialogue Trust



China’s changing footprint

Source: Carbon Brief



Shrinking space, rising distrust



New conversations about China in the world



An overview of China Dialogue’s 
palm oil reporting project 

Jessica Aldred
Special projects editor



chinadialogue.net/palm-oil
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India and China focus

2020 (Graphic: James Round/China Dialogue)



Palm oil stories



Early debates



Diving deeper 



Pioneering content



India consumer survey
Conducted by the N

G
O

 Hum
an Circle 

w
ith support from

 the RSPO
 and India Youth for Sustainability



Industry perspectives



Website readership

Most popular

Will China produce its own 
palm oil? 

Palm oil: The pros and cons 
of a controversial commodity

India’s curbs on Malaysian 
palm oil set to shake up 
sector 

Oil palm pioneers doubt crop 
will take off in Himalayan 
foothills 

Podcast series From palm to plate New readership



Social media

Best-performing posts
Breaking down palm oil

Palm oil and health claims in India
Palm oil podcast – episode one 

Top-performing Tweets

Supply chain map
Twitter Space – palm oil and people
Europe wants to be ‘forest-positive’



Sharing perspectives: 
Reporting on palm oil from China

Jiang Yifan
Former senior editor



Sharing perspectives: 
Reporting on palm oil in the field

Lou Del Bello Alejandra Cuéllar Abdul Samba Brima



Palm oil reporting in India

Lou Del Bello

Freelance journalist;

Former India palm oil commissioning editor

China Dialogue



Palm oil in India

India consumes around 

8.5 million tonnes 
of palm oil per year

(USDA)



2020 (Graphic: James Round/China Dialogue)



Commissioning themes



Palm oil journalism in India



Palm oil reporting in Central America

Alejandra Cuéllar

Mexico Central American editor

Diálogo Chino



Palm oil in Latin America

Image: Florian Kopp / Alamy



c

Social and environmental impacts



In the field

Marvin del Cid and Sonny Figueroa, freelance journalists in Central America (Image: Naciones Unidas Derechos 
Humanos Oficina del Alto Comisionado)



Future plans

A small producer from San Martin, Peru carries oil palm harvest 
(Image: Juan Carlos Huayllapuma/ Flickr CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

A small producer from San Martin, Peru
(Image: Juan Carlos Huayllapuma/ Flickr CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)



Palm oil reporting in Sierra Leone

Abdul Samba Brima

West Africa regional editor



Image: Nkansahrexford / Wikimedia 
Commons, CC BY SA

Image: Ashley Pomeroy / Wikimedia 
Commons, CC BY SA
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Palm oil is native to West Africa

Image © Jonathan Adagogo Green / The Trustees of the British Museum, CC BY NC SA



Palm oil is important to me personally –
but also to communities



“What is happening is what we call corporate capture. 
The multinational companies are controlling the 
government, instead of the government controlling 
them.” 

— Alphonso Gbanie, executive secretary, 
Human Rights Defenders Network, Sierra Leone

Land rights: multinationals and investment



Land rights have not been favourable to women

Image: WoNARPI



New land rights laws 
The land commission act, 2022 The customary land rights act, 2022



Reporting on palm oil in Sierra Leone

Image: Abdul Samba Brima/ China Dialogue 



“I say thanks to God for palm oil. Without 
it, we would not have come this far.”

— Adama Sewa



Panel: Building dialogue for better stories

Leena Ghosh

RSPO

Ravin Trapshah

Wilmar International

Timer Manurung

Auriga Nusantara/ 
Trase

Ristika Putri

Lingkar Temu
Kabupaten Lestari

Chair:
Dr Josie Phillips
Researcher, China Dialogue



Q&A session



Thank you


